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Outwardly, they looked like respectable professors.
They did not start their experiments with incantations,
they did not wear medieval mantles with wide, winglike
sleeves, nor did they adorn their heads with caps like those
worn by the Syrian magicians. No, they ascended their ros-
trums wearing prosaic suits of modern cut and delivered their
lectures in sober and intelligible terms.

Express trains were already speeding along the rail-
ways, telegraphs were sending messages from one end of the
land to another with the rapidity of lightning, spectral
analysis revealed to astronomers the structure of the stars.
The professors of biology advanced the most up-to-date,
profound and ingenious arguments to prove that species were
not variable.

To believe that the descendants of any animal or plant
could be transformed into some other animal or plant seemed
as absurd and as unscientific to these professors as, say,
believing in fiery serpents.

"Show us a hen that has grown a peacock's tail," they
demanded sarcastically.

* True, there were people upon whom sarcasm had no effect,
For example, in the eighteenth century, young Afanasi Ka-
verznev, whose fate, in the opinion of the writer on thehistor)
of science, "in some way resembled that of Lomonosov,"*
published a treatise on The Metamorphosis of Animals. Abou
twenty years after Kaverznev, that champion of freedom
Alexander Nikolayevich Radishchev, wrote about Man
His Mortality and Immortality. An exile in Him, a town c

* Professor B. E. Raikov, Essays on the History of the Ide
of [E volution^ Before Darwin, Vol. I, Academy of Sciences of tK
U.S.S.R., 1947, p. 9J-